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Richard H. E^ di 


Xyssa is a small gcauis of woody |)lants. mostly trees, ol eastern 
North America and southeastern Asia. I'he American nvssas. 

J 

with whi(h this papc'r is comerned, indnde sy I cal tea, lound 

in forested areas throiiehoiit the eastern United States: N. syli>a- 

o 

lira var. hiflora and A^ ituijlora,' both dominant trees in inun¬ 
dated forests of the Cioastal Plain; and .\ . li<', a species which 

is confined almost entirelv to eastern Cieoreia and northern 
Florida. X. hiflora is treatetl by some taxonomists as a separate 
speties from X. syh’alica. Xyssa wood is of some slight com¬ 
mercial imj>ortan(e in the making of fmnitnre, boxes, and pa|)er 
pnl|), and the nedar from (lowers of Xyssa ogerhe is a source 
for honey of e.xcellent (pialiiy. 

d he fruits of Xyssa sj.)e(ies are drupes of various sizes, d'he 
stone which each contains bears a distinctive valve which is 
pushed open by the loot end of the growing embryo during 


gcainination of tiu- single seed. I he j^reseiue ol this germina¬ 
tion \alve enables one to recognize a mc‘ml)er of the genus in 
the absence of any plant part save the stony endocarp. .Since 
Xyssa enclocarps are easilv |uesei\ecl. as well as easily recognized, 
it is not sur|Dising that this group of plants po.s.sc'sses a well 
established fossil rcaorcl. 

The occurrence' ol lossil Xyssa enclocarps, and olten Xyssa 
pollen, in dive rs Ce nozoie strata of western North .\mc‘rica. Japan. 
Sil)eria, England, and (ientral Europe leaves no doubt that Xyssa 

' This is the Nwui of Gray’s Mjfi/Zizl, Sth cd. (See Rickett, 19^5) 
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